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 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

How do students know if they should take and can pass the tests? 

If students can fluently read, write, speak, and listen in a language other than English and can answer 

 “Yes, I can do this fairly easy” to each  statement below in a language other than English, then they will 

probably be able to earn at least one or two credits.  If students can answer “Yes, I can do this very easily” to 

all statements, then they may be able to earn three or four credits when they get tested: 

a.  I can understand ideas on familiar topics expressed through phrases, short sentences, and 

     frequently used expressions. 

 b.  I can understand the main idea and some details in simple texts that contain familiar vocabulary. 

c.  I can exchange information with another person about familiar tasks, topics and activities.  

d.  I can use a series of phrases and sentences to provide basic information about familiar topics 

e.  I can write simple descriptions and short messages and request or provide information on familiar 

      topics. 

How many credits can you earn by demonstrating proficiency? 

Students will be able to earn up to four (4) credits, depending upon the level of proficiency demonstrated on 

the assessment in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Since credits will be awarded based on the lowest 

level of proficiency demonstrated across the skill areas, it is important that students have strong skills in all 

four areas.  

What is the benefit of taking the test? 

Students will earn proficiency-based high school credits, may meet world language credit requirements for 

graduation, and may qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy on their diploma. 

How will students get the credits added to their transcript? 

Test results will not be automatically added to student transcripts.  Students and their families can return the 

district letter (sent after testing) to their school counselor or registrar to request that world language 

proficiency credits be added to their transcript. Credit will be awarded with a grade of P (Pass).  Once placed 

on the transcript, credits cannot be removed. 

What is a Seal of Biliteracy? 

Students who demonstrate a proficiency on the world language competency tests at the Intermediate –Mid 

proficiency level may qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy on their high school diploma if they also meet all 

requirements for English Language Arts (ELA), including passing all four high school English classes and passing 

the state ELA Smarter Balanced Assessment. 

How can I prepare for STAMP or World Speak test? 

These tests measure your proficiency: what you can do with the language (not what you know about the 

language, such as grammar facts or vocabulary definitions).  You’ll be asked to speak, read, and write about 

different topics to see whether your proficiency level is more at the Novice level, Intermediate level, or 

Advanced level.  You can find sample tests at https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests 

What happens if I don’t do well on the test? 

You can take the test again. The test will not be automatically added to student grade reports or transcripts. 


